Epilogue
1

The attack on Cavern District by the Eternal Vanguard did not become public because it
occurred outside the Blood Alliance Congress’ sphere of control. Afterward, the 14th House of
Vlad took the lead, and the matter was handled by Cavern District. It was unknown what had
happened to the remnants of the Eternal Vanguard, who lost their Faith Leader, Simon—or in
other words, Sekishu. Some scattered and fled, while many others lost their lives in the battle
with the Cavern District guard. Others were captured and executed. Because of this, it was
believed that it would be difficult for the Eternal Vanguard to continue as the same organization.
Just as it was with many other religions of the Primordial Faith, the remnants of the Eternal
Vanguard would likely disappear into the underworld as a secret taboo. And someday, an
organization like the Eternal Vanguard could rise up and threaten the world somewhere. The
Primordial Faith is unlikely to ever disappear from this world.

After the attack incident, Theo and his group stayed in Cavern District for several days and
attended the joint cavern burial for Isaac Vlad, who had passed away, and the guards and
residents who lost their lives in the battle. Eden returned the memory of words stolen from her
eldest brother, who was a generation above in age. After Isaac’s death, the eldest brother was
chosen as the successor, and Eden handed over the memory concerning the secret of Paradise
to him. The secret of Paradise will continue to be passed down to the head of the 14th House of
Vlad. Thanks to Dominicus’ efforts, Eden was able to meet her mother, return the memories she
had stolen, and reach a brief reconciliation.

The day for Theo and the others to leave Cavern District arrived.

Dominicus and the guard unit he led sent Eden off with the utmost respect, recognizing her as
the legitimate daughter of the 14th House of Vlad. They then escorted her to the boundary of
the Blood Alliance Congress’ sphere of control. When it came time to part, Dominicus knelt
before Eden, apologizing for his past rudeness, and offered her his parting words.

“| pray that your future will be bright and brilliant.”



This is what happened after returning to the Central City Cluster. Theo, taking Eden along with
him, first made her return the memories she had stolen from Dali. Dali recovered the memories
of Raphael, Ul, and Frida.

“‘Hey, Raphael and UI. It seems that | made you feel lonely.”

Saying that, Dali embraced his beloved sons. Both Raphael and Ul, while crying heavily, clung
to their father who had regained his memories. Afterward, Dali stood in front of the portrait of his
late wife and made an oath.

“Frida... | vow | will never forget you, not even if my memories are stolen again.”

Seeing Dali like that, Theo felt as if he had learned what it truly meant to love someone. Love
can become a means of living, but it can also become the chains that bind someone. Love is a
prayer, love is a wish, and love is a curse. Looking at Dali, Theo found it hard to shake the
feeling that Dali was trapped by a curse called love. What about him? By loving his revered and
respected father, what would Theo gain, and what would he lose? At the age of twelve, he still
didn’t understand. But even if it becomes a curse called love for him, Theo will continue to love
Dino as his father.

Next, Eden returned the memory of Angelico to Gerhard.
“...I see, | had forgotten about Angelico.”

Gerhard, whose memories had returned, showed an apologetic expression towards Angelico. It
seemed that Gerhard had complicated feelings. He didn’t seem to know how to approach
Angelico, but he was clearly making an effort, in his own way, to love his son. That must have
been Gerhard’s curse too, the curse called love. Theo learned that love had many different
forms.

With the efforts of Dali and Gerhard, Eden returned the memories of the nobles she had stolen
from during the Centennial Ceremony. After returning the memories, Eden didn’t speak for a
while; her mind distant as if she were an empty shell. Theo returned to Gray Cat Town and went
to meet Eden and the Stray Cats every day, talking about various things and hanging out
together. In doing so, Eden started talking and laughing again, just like before. It seemed a little
different from the Eden who only had patched-together memories, but Theo couldn’t help but
think that this was Eden regaining memories, but of her own.

After some time, one day, the symptoms of the Stray Cats’ Cocoon Period began to worsen.
They became mentally unstable and their misbehavior became noticeable. As fights within the



group became constant—with Dino’s support after receiving consultation from Theo—Hugh,
Martin, Sandro, and Monty were assigned to a Clan by the Blood Alliance Congress. At first, it
was thought that the four boys would resist, but unexpectedly, they agreed to be placed in one.
They must have feared that their Cocoon Period would harm one another.

Soon, the day came for the Stray Cats to be sent away to Clan. Hugh left Gray Cat Town,
saying to Theo, “I'm leaving Eden in your hands,” as he rode off in the carriage sent by the Clan.
Dino decided to take in Eden, the only Stray Cat left, and raise her in the Classico household.

Two years later—

Theo and Eden, now fourteen years old, reached the proper Cocoon Period, not the premature
syndrome, and the day they would be sent to a Clan arrived. As a rule, Clans divide the
institutions by boys and girls, so Theo and Eden will enter separate Clans. This meant a
temporary time apart from each other. The night before the Clan’s escorts arrived, the two of
them spent the entire night talking in Theo’s room.

They talked about their meeting at the Centennial Ceremony and how they dashed through the
lively streets during the festival in carriages. They talked about how the Stray Cats were
sheltered at the Classico mansion, how they escaped through a secret route, and that they were
attacked by the Eternal Vanguard and the 14th House of Vlad’s guards, leading to Eden’s
capture. Their reunion at the Eternal Vanguard'’s hideout. The journey to Cavern District,
chasing after Eden who was taken by the guard unit. The battle in Cavern District. Theo also
told Eden about the stuffed animals that were part of his illusion.

“Perhaps those stuffed animals are still watching us from somewhere,” Eden suggested.

“Yeah. I'm sure they’re watching. Those stuffed animals will always be with me inside,” Theo
said.

The conversation never ended, and eventually, dawn broke.

The carriage to send Theo and Eden to their respective Clans arrived in front of the Classico
mansion. Before their departure, Dino called the two of them to his study.

“The Cocoon Period is something that must come to all of us vampires. It is an unavoidable fate.
| pray for both of you to navigate this time well.”

“Dino, thank you for everything until now.”

“Thank you, Father. We’'ll be off now!”



Eden thanked him, and Theo gave his father a farewell.

The two of them, carrying bags with their belongings, headed toward the horse-drawn carriages
waiting outside the mansion. Eden, feeling unbearably lonely about parting with Theo, started
talking again, despite making the carriage driver and the servants wait.

“Hey, Theo. | wonder whose Cocoon Period will end first, yours or mine?”

“That’s already decided. My Cocoon Period will end first,” Theo replied.

“You can’t know that. Mine might end first.” Eden said this, unwilling to back down.

“No, mine will end first,” Theo insisted in a competitive tone.

“‘How can you say that?” Eden wondered.

“Because if my Cocoon Period doesn’t end first, | won't be able to come to get you, right?”
Hearing that, Eden was taken aback.

“Theo is coming to pick me up?”

“Yes, that’s right. Eden...... when | get through my Cocoon Period and become an adult, | will
go to see you. | promise.”

Theo, who had recently turned fourteen, looked a bit older than his actual age.
“‘Heheheh,” Eden giggled, looking embarrassed. “Theo always keeps his promises, doesn’t he?”
“Yes, of course. So, wait for me, Eden.”

The two of them joined their right hands together. It was a vow of promise for vampires. When
they went outside the mansion, the sky was clear without a cloud in sight.

The story of Theo and the Eden of Stray Cats—theirs had just begun.

It is a story that is not eternal, one that will eventually come to an end.



Characters
~ Major Characters ~

Theodore Classico:
e Twelve years old. Also known as Theo. He dreams of becoming a novelist.

Eden Viad:
e Twelve years old. Is a Stray Cat. An Irregular Cocoon Period vampire.

Albrecht Muller:
e The Classico family’s butler. He watches over and protects Theo.

Rein MacMillan:
e Dali’s subordinate. Ordered by Dali to protect Theo.

Hugh:
e Seventeen years old. The leader of the Stray Cats. He regards Theo as an enemy.

Martin:
e Seventeen years old. A Stray Cat. A vampire in the Cocoon Period.

Sandro:
e Sixteen years old. A Stray Cat. A vampire in the Cocoon Period.

Monty:
e Fifteen years old. A Stray Cat. A vampire in the Cocoon Period.

The Madame:
e The proprietor of the brothel in Gray Cat Town. She takes care of the Stray Cats.

Dali Delico:
e A special rank noble. His memories were stolen by Eden.

Gerhard Fra:
e A special rank noble. His memories were stolen by Eden.

Henrique Lorca:
e A special rank noble. He assists Theodore and his group.



Dino Classico:
e A special rank noble. After the Centennial Ceremony, he goes missing.

Ul Delico:
e Five years old. Dali’s son.

Raphael Delico:
e Eight years old. Dali’s son.

Angelico Fra:
e Eight years old. Gerhard’s son.

Lucia Lorca:
e Ten years old. One of Henrique’s twin daughters.

Elena Lorca:
e Ten years old. One of Henrique’s twin daughters.

Johannes Vlad:
e The previous head of the 1st House of Vlad family. He has handed over the headship of
the family to his son and has retired from the forefront.

Isaac Vlad:
e The head of the 14th House of Vlad family. He controls Cavern District, which is a Manor
of Concern.

Guard Captain Dominicus:
e Commanding the 14th House of Vlad’s guard unit, he tries to bring Eden back.

Banri:
e A rookie hunter. After losing his hometown, he becomes a disciple of Sekishu.

Sekishu:
e Banri’'s mentor, a veteran hunter.

Eternal Vanguard:
e A group within the Primordial Faith. They attack in an attempt to take Eden away.



Afterword, by Suemitsu Kenichi

How much have | experienced in life that could be called an “adventure”? Not a metaphorical
“adventure,” but truly something that could be called an “adventure.” If | think back on my
childhood, one memory rises to the surface. When | was in elementary school, there was an
entrance to a waterway near the nearest station, where the water had already dried up. Looking
back now, it was an extremely dangerous action, but my classmates and | decided to try
entering the waterway. After school, we prepared flashlights and | met up with my classmates at
the entrance of the waterway. | remember how my heart raced with excitement, wondering what
lay deeper in the darkness of the waterway. When the time came to meet and everyone had
gathered, we went inside. However, after a while, an iron grate with a strict lock appeared, and
we could no longer go further into the waterway. The “adventure” came to an end in just a few
seconds. At that time, it was anticlimactic, but now, | must thank the authorities who had
properly managed the safety. Thus, our adventure came to an end unexpectedly. The youthful
desire for adventure remained unfulfilled.

Instead, there was something else | became engrossed with. Mark Twain’s The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Jules Verne’s Twenty Thousand Leagues
Under the Sea and Around the World in Eighty Days. The movies directed by Steven Spielberg,
such as Raiders of the Lost Ark and Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom, and the movie The
Goonies directed by Richard Donner. | can’t remember the title, but it's a picture book that
depicts a day when children try to build a wooden hut in the forest and spend time there. Those
works allowed me, who had not been able to obtain opportunities for real-life adventure, to
experience numerous adventures in my imagination. The adventures | experienced through
those entertainments are still alive at my core and have become the foundation for my creative
work.

My desire for real-life adventure seems to be fading as time passes. Opportunities to encounter
adventures like the waterway in the woodland forest have decreased, and instead, the freedom
to step into the unknown has become my substitute for adventure. | remember going on my first
solo trip to New York in 2018. Even though | couldn’t speak English properly, | went just on
impulse. Upon arriving at the John F. Kennedy International Airport, | got into a yellow cab and
headed toward Manhattan. As | crossed the Manhattan Bridge and approached Midtown, the
city center, | was met with a scene surrounded by huge LED billboards like | had seen in
movies. Although it doesn’t compare to the scale of adventures depicted by Mark Twain and
Jules Verne, that moment might have been one of my own adventures, as the exhilaration | felt
at that time seems to suggest. Even if that water channel in the woodland forest appeared in
front of me now, | wouldn’t consider entering it, but | feel that the desire to seek adventure still
remains in a different form. This time, trying to write my first full-length novel was also, for me,
an adventure.

Now, let's move on from my past and get to the main topic. A discussion suddenly came up
about releasing two related books to the TRUMP Series TV anime Delico’s Nursery. One of
these would be a collection of short stories, written by the multiple-author team “Eternal Letters,”



depicting the heartwarming everyday lives of Ul, Raphael, Angelico, Lucia, Elena, and
Theodore. The other book came about from a request asking, “How about a story set about five
years after Delico’s Nursery?” | decided to try writing it on my own, and that became this
long-form work, Theo and the Paradise of Stray Cats. The writing period was during an
unprecedentedly busy time, and | only had one week to dedicate to writing my first draft. Though
| had written short stories before, | was nervous whether | could write my first long-form novel in
just one week. If the subject were free, that would be one thing, but with the premise being five
years after Delico’s Nursery, what kind of story should | create? After much struggling, | decided
to write a boy-meets-girl adventure story, like the ones that thrilled me as a boy, such as Future
Boy Conan, Castle in the Sky, and LUNAR: The Silver Star. 've always had the intention to
explore various genres within the world of the TRUMP Series. | would like to someday create
things such as a dance piece made entirely without dialogue, puppet shows, works in the style
of children’s literature, battle royale genre, escape games, and immersive experiences. While
thinking that, there are also some things that have been realized, such as the omnibus musical
stage-play drama Black World, which invited guest writers, and Marionette Hotel, a work aimed
at creating something like an Agatha Christie closed-circle mystery. After going through works
with concepts that had not existed in the previous series, I've now gathered the resolve to boldly
dive into this work, Theo and the Paradise of Stray Cats.

Even though it's a boy-meets-girl story, it's set in the world of the TRUMP Series, so the story
doesn’t go smoothly. As for the novel, there are many characters appearing in a single scene,
and the descriptions are all quite difficult. | searched for the appropriate structure and style for
the novel, but since | couldn’t manage to write it within a week just by searching, | decided to
adopt a style that is somewhat in between the scriptwriting | usually do for plays and the novel.
Regardless of the style, | put my heart into making sure that through this work, | could deliver
the feeling | experienced in my childhood to the readers. With Theodore, who appeared in
Delico’s Nursery as the protagonist, | aimed for a style that hadn’t existed in the TRUMP Series
until now. Since it's a novel, | aimed for expressions that can’t be done in theater or anime. In
that, | was also able to include several ideas | had stored up, such as the story of Sekishu and
Banri that | had planned since the premiere of SPECTER, and the episode with the “Heart” that |
had planned to depict in Delico’s Nursery, but ended up cutting out because it didn’t quite fit the
story. Especially with regard to the conclusion of the story of Sekishu and Banri, since the
premiere of SPECTER was in 2015, it feels deeply moving to think that it has finally been
realized after more than ten years. It is also a stepping stone towards the final work of the
TRUMP Series. Of course, even for those who haven'’t read this novel, I'll make sure to depict
the TRUMP Series in the theatrical works in a way that they can enjoy and understand. Since
everything in this series started with theater, that's something that must not be forgotten.
However, thanks to the TV anime Delico’s Nursery, | have been able to experience various
things that would have been impossible through theater alone, and | would like to deeply thank
everyone involved, as well as those who supported the first-ever animated work in the series.

| also hope that many people will enjoy reading this full-length novel Theo and the Paradise of
Stray Cats. Well then, | look forward to meeting you again in the next story.
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