Side Story Extra: The Hounds’ Case Files - Part IV

Dusk. The sun was about to sink below the horizon.

Banri was hiding behind a rock, overlooking Cavern District. He’d smeared mud all over his
body, camouflaging himself and blending in with the rocks. By now, Cavern District was
completely surrounded by several thousand black-robed members of the Eternal Vanguard.
They had likely gathered the Primordial Faith believers who had been scattered across various
regions.

Banri shuddered at the sheer scale of the forbidden Primordial Faith. Through his binoculars, he
spotted the captured members of the outer cavern security force. Right beside them stood the
armed black-robed figures, along with Faith Leader Simon—in other words, Sekishu himself.
Since he wasn’t wearing a mask, Banri recognized that the black-robed figure was him. Sekishu
gave an order to one of the people beside him. Then, the black-robed figures proceeded to
execute the captured outer cavern security force, slitting their throats one after another. After all
of them had been executed, Sekishu seemed to be waiting for some kind of change in the
situation, but after some time, nothing happened. Banri focused on Sekishu through his
binoculars, attempting to read his lips.

“They’re not coming back to life... they’re not False. Perhaps only the guards serving the 14th
House of Vlad possess the power of immortality.”

After saying that, Sekishu gave another order to the black-robed followers. Since Sekishu had
turned his back to Banri, he couldn’t read his lips, but seeing the rising bloodlust of the cultists
encircling Cavern District, he grasped the situation. Sekishu had given the order for an all-out
attack.

Thousands of followers of the Primordial Faith, members of the Eternal Vanguard, were
preparing to invade Cavern District. With an operation of this scale, there was no way Cavern
District wouldn’t have noticed. They had likely already begun fortifying their military defenses for
either interception or defense. Judging from the treatment of the outer cavern guards, this was
sure to turn into a massive bloodbath. Banri alone didn’t have the power to stop it, but that didn’t
matter. Banri had only one thing to do—to kill Sekishu with his own hands for committing the
forbidden act of following the Primordial Faith. He once again went over what he had to
accomplish in his mind as if he were convincing himself.

Kill Sekishu.
Kill Sekishu.

Kill Sekishu—



When he suddenly brought his focus back through the binoculars, his eyes met Sekishu’s. It
wasn’t a coincidence. Sekishu was clearly looking directly at Banri. Even though it was a
distance impossible to see with the naked eye, Sekishu was smiling at him.

“I'm waiting for you... Banri.”

He could read his words through lip reading. In the end, Banri was nothing more than a hound
trained by Sekishu. Everything—from his skills as a hunter, to the way he thought—had been
taught to him by Sekishu. His every action was completely transparent to his mentor. Banri
couldn’t shake the feeling that everything about him was resting in the palm of Sekishu’s hand.
Could he really kill Sekishu? He was his mentor and his partner, a man who was once so
reliable. In countless battles against savage vampires, Sekishu had saved Banri’s life many
times. And yet now, that same Sekishu terrified him.

Even so, he must go. Sekishu had said, I’'m waiting for you,’ after all. Banri tucked the
binoculars into his chest pocket and began preparing to head for Cavern District.

The Eternal Vanguard’s army began its march.

A brutal attack, a war, a massacre—all were about to begin at this very moment.
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