Side Story Extra: The Hounds’ Case Files - Part V

When Banri infilirated Cavern District, combat had already begun.

The black-robed members of the Eternal Vanguard were not only fighting the guards of Cavern
District, but were also indiscriminately killing the unarmed residents. Since Banri wasn’t wearing
the same black attire, he was probably mistaken for a resident of Cavern District. Banri defeated
the black-robed enemies as he advanced, fighting them off one after another while searching for
Sekishu. However, the interior of Cavern District was as complex as a labyrinth. Banri felt
frustrated that he was going around in circles rather than proceeding. The wave of attacks from
the black-robed enemies showed no signs of ending, draining Banri’s physical and mental
strength. Despite getting lost, Banri continued along the cavern path but was unable to find
Sekishu. Banri captured one of the black-robed enemies he’'d defeated and began to interrogate
him.

“‘Hey! Where’s Seki-... where’s Simon!?” Banri demanded.

The black-robed enemy didn’t answer. The whole place had become a massacre. Even among
comrades, there was no way they would know who was where. Banri twisted and broke the
black-robed enemy’s neck, killing him.

The longer time passed, the more intense the battle became. By now, Banri had lost count of
how many people he’d killed since infiltrating Cavern District. His entire body was drenched in
blood as he ran aimlessly through the cavern paths, cutting down enemies one after another as
they attacked. Each time, blood splattered onto him from them. The arm holding his sword had
already reached the limit of its strength, but even so, his combat abilities didn’t falter. Though
Banri had experienced many deadly battles against vampires in his past hunter missions, the
battle taking place in Cavern District was so brutal and devastating that it made all of his
previous experiences seem like child’s play.

When Banri eventually reached the lowest level, he saw two familiar faces being attacked by the
black-robed enemies. It was Theo and Eden, and two enemies were creeping forward in an
attempt to corner them. It seemed that Banri had run into a troublesome situation. He tried to
ignore it and leave, but his conscience stopped him. They were people he had come to know, in
one way or another.

In the next moment, Banri had cut down the black-robed enemies from behind. Theo and Eden
were looking at him, stunned.

“Hey there. Looks like both of you are safe,” Banri stated.
“Banri! How are you here...?”

Theo was looking at him with a surprised expression.



“I have some business to take care of. This doesn’t concern you.”

“Thanks for helping us. Sadly, we won’t be able to repay you right now, though,” Eden said,
standing in front of Banri and as she thanked him.

At that moment, Banri realized something. Sekishu’s target was probably Eden. If he took the
girl hostage, he might be able to lure Sekishu out. But then, he immediately discarded that
thought. Eden was the one who cried for both him and Sophie, for whom he was the godparent.
Using Eden felt just as foolish as Sekishu falling into the Primordial Faith.

“I was just looking for someone and happened to be passing by, that’s all. I'll be going now, so
the rest is up to you guys. See ya.”

Saying that, Banri walked away. He needed to find Sekishu and kill him.

Banri ran through the cavern paths, searching for Sekishu’s figure as the massacre continued.
However, he soon realized he was going around in circles again and again at the same place.
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